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According to Webster’s Collegiate 

Dictionary, hospitable is defined as 

being “given to generous and cor-

dial reception of guests,” “offering 

a pleasant and sustaining environ-

ment,” and “readily receptive, 

open to new ideas.” The word hos-

pitable is not necessarily linked to 

our homes, but refers to our re-

ception and treatment of others 

and to condition of our hearts. 

So often when we consider being 

hospitable, our minds run to mak-

ing our homes ready for our guests. 

But if we consider the full defini-

tion of hospitable, we are chal-

lenged to evaluate how inviting 

and welcoming we are as a per-

son or a community.  

I am deeply disturbed by the fear 

and hostility that is so rampant in 

our culture regarding the “other”. 

In my opinion it is destroying our 

sense of citizenship and communi-

ty. It flies in the face of the “self 

evident” truths of the Declaration 

of Independence regarding the 

equality (dignity) of all humanity. 

Henry Nouwen laid this on my 

heart over 30 years ago when I 

read this passage in his book 

“Reaching Out - Three Movements 

of the Spiritual Life” 

“  reaching out to our innermost 

being can lead to a reaching out to 

the many strangers whom we meet 

on our way through life. In our 

world full of strangers, estranged 

from their own past, culture and 

country, from their neighbors, 

friends and family, from their 

deepest self and their God, we wit-

ness a painful search for a hospita-

ble place where life can be lived 

without fear and where community 

can be found. Although many, we 

might even say most, strangers in 

this world become easily the vic-

tim of a fearful hostility, it is possi-

ble for men and women and oblig-

atory for Christians to offer an 

open and hospitable space where 

strangers can cast off their strange-

ness and become our fellow human 

beings. The movement from hostil-

ity to hospitality is hard and full of 

difficulties. Our society seems to 

be increasingly full of fearful, de-

fensive, aggressive people anx-

iously clinging to their property 

and inclined to look at their sur-

rounding world with suspicion, 

always expecting an enemy to sud-

denly appear, intrude and do harm. 

But still – that is our vocation: to 

convert the hostis into hospes, the 

enemy into a guest and to create 

the free and fearless space where 

brotherhood and sisterhood can be 

formed and fully experienced.” 

Welcoming people and doing all 

we can to engender a true experi-

ence of community touches people 

profoundly. We live in a time 

when people long for connec-

tions, but often hesitate to reach 

out to form new relationships. 

Families move from place to place 

more often today than in previous 

generations, thus displacing them 

from tight knit family and friends. 

Individuals frequently do not even 

know their own neighbors. Even 

members of the same congregation 

may know each other only on su-

perficial levels. Moving from dis-

comfort and at times general suspi-

cion of strangers to friendship is a 

precious blessing prioritized within 

our faith tradition. 

Love expands the meaning of com-

munity by drawing people together 

despite their differences. I am go-

ing into our annual Block Party 

with an attitude of .making room 

for strangers who can become 

friends. I may not be able to 

change the political mood of our 

country but I can approach the 

people next door with the hospital-

ity I have been given by my faith.  

I will relax and enjoy people. Why 

not join me? 
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A BLOCK PARTY INVITATION  
Connecting Neighbors with Neighbors 

We Would Like You to Come! 

 

SUNDAY, SEPT 9, 2018  

12noon to 2:00pm 

At the Deerfield Drive Extension & Calvary Church’s Back Field 

WHY A BLOCK PARTY? This is the third year we are hosting this informal gathering  of neighbors so you can say 
hello to those you know as well as those you haven’t met yet.  We were thrilled with the great attendance last year and 
the many positive comments. Whether you have lived in the neighborhood for decades, or just weeks, our goal is to 
give you an opportunity to meet, greet, and connect with each other. This event is sponsored and paid for by Calvary 
Church. There will be no costs, solicitations, or hidden agendas. Our motive is to reach out to those living within a cou-
ple of blocks of each other to foster friendships and a deeper sense of community.  

 

FOOD & ENTERTAINMENT We will have Food for All including Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Pulled Pork Sandwiches, 
Chicken Kabobs, Refreshments, and more. We will have a Sharing Table, If you would like to bring something to share 
(your favorite picnic side dish, salad, dessert etc.) that would be great! Children can meet new friends and enjoy un-
structured play time with a bounce house, face painting, playground time, photo ops with cut out, and special treats 
with popcorn, cotton candy and snow cones. Live music will be provided by Matt & Rob Acoustic Guitar Duo (Soft Rock/
Country mattandrob.net). 

 

INSPIRATION for this BLOCK PARTY came from a short paragraph we recently came across: “All holiday s, 

parades, picnics, and ceremonies started somewhere, with someone who wanted to give back to the community in 
which they lived. It’s not too late to propose and execute a new tradition in your own community, whether it’s a block 
party or an annual picnic. Your particular vision, gifts, and strengths are part of what makes your community unique, so 
as you recognize them in yourself, feel free to offer them to those who live in your vicinity. Whether your offerings are 
visionary or practical, they are the very essence of community.” 
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Children’s Participation In Communion  

O n the first Sunday of each 
month the children of the 

congregation (4 & 5 yr. olds, 
older and younger elementary) 
worship with the congregation at 
the morning worship service. 
You are invited to attend the 
"Table Talk" session that is de-
signed to orient parents and their 
children to meaningful participa-
tion in the Communion service. 

Preparing children to receive 
Communion may be done by 
children/parents/guardians at-
tending the "Table Talk" session, 
led by our Pastor on September 
30 at 9:30 am. Sessions provide 

interactive instruction regard-
ing the meaning and manner 
of participating in the sacra-
ment.  

At Calvary Presbyterian 
Church, we worship as a 
community. Our community 
includes children, and we 
welcome and include them all 
in worship. We encourage 
young people to worship with 
families or with caring adults 
who will help them worship 
as full members of our com-
munity. The Presbyterian 
Church recognizes how im-
portant it is for children to 

worship through the sacrament of 
the Lord’s Supper. 

Our constitution states  

“Baptized children who are being nur-
tured and instructed in the signifi-
cance of the invitation to the Table 
and the meaning of their response are 
invited to receive the Lord’s Supper, 
recognizing that their understanding 
of participation will vary according to 
their maturity” .  

Contact the Church Office to reg-
ister your child for this event. 

 

Sunday, October 7 

October 7, 2018 is World Com-
munion Sunday when Christians 
around the world celebrate the 
Lord’s Supper as one corporate 
body. The first Sunday in Octo-
ber has traditionally been desig-
nated as World Communion 
Sunday; the day that Presbyteri-
an Churches become aware of 
peacemaking. As we celebrate 
this simple meal with other 
Christians, we are reminded that 
Christ is our peace, the one who 
broke down barriers and united 

us all. Christ brings us togeth-
er to make us one family on 
World Communion Sunday. 

Peacemaking offering enve-
lopes are available in the 
church pews. Your gifts will 
be received throughout the 
month of October. The Peace-
making Offering supports a 
variety of peacemaking ef-
forts at all levels within our 
denomination. 

·  25% retained by congregations 

·  25% is used by presbyteries and 
synods 

·  50% is allocated to General As-
sembly ministries 

Thank you for your support of 
God’s work through this special 
offering. 

 

Blessing of the Animals  

Everyone is invited to bring their ani-

mals to Calvary on Sunday, October 7 at 

1:00 p.m. and have them receive the 

blessing of God. All the while we 

acknowledge as we bless these animals 

they bless us everyday with their loyalty, 

affection and joy. They love us and we 

love them and in doing so God’s good-

ness fills each and everyday! 
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The Sunday school fall classes begin on Sunday, September 16th, 2018 for both the younger and older chil-
dren of Calvary. Lessons will be based on the “Growing In Grace & Gratitude” and the “We believe” Cur-
ricula which are aligned with bible stories. 

Below is the Lesson Schedule for Fall 2018 

 

 

THE CHILDREN’S GIVING GARDEN was planted on Sunday, June 3, and the rains have been a bless-
ing to us this year yielding lots of green beans and tomatoes. The harvest of the vegetables are being deliv-
ered to the Community Food Pantry of Morris County weekly to feed families in need. Our thanks to the 
Abam, Huang, Cox, Griffioen, Loeuis, Tate, and Purdy/deGroot families for caring and harvesting the gar-
den this summer. July and August yielded 32 lbs of green beans and tomatoes. 
 
CONFIRMATION CLASS 2019. This year’s Confirmation Class is scheduled for the first week in April 
and continues until Pentecost Sunday June 9. Registration will begin the first week of October after which 
the weekly time and day of the week will be developed. The curriculum is a PCUSA Confirmation course 
entitled “Big Questions”. 

Date Lesson 

September 16th The Creation & The Story of Adam and Eve 

September 23rd Naoh’s Ark and The Rainbow Promise 

September 30th Abraham, Sarah and Isaac Abraham’s Test 

October 7th The Story of Joseph, Joseph’s Dream 

October 14th Moses and Aaron, God calls Moses 

October 21st Moses Leads His People to Freedom – The Exodus 

October 28th The Ten Commandments, The Ark of the Covenant 

November 4th David the Shephard, Psalms 23 

November 11th David and Goliath, King David 

November 18th Solomon the King, Solomon Builds a Temple 

December 2nd God Speaks to Mary and Joseph 

December 9th The Christmas Story 

December 16th Pageant TBD 

Christian Formation News  
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https://www.pcusastore.com/Growing-In-Grace.aspx
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Briefly Noted 

Worship Time Change  

A reminder that the worship 
service starting time returns to 
10:30 a.m. beginning on Sun-
day, September 9, 2018. 

Homecoming Block Party 

The Worship Team would like 
to invite you to attend the 3rd 
annual Calvary Backyard Block 
Party to be held at Noon follow-
ing the worship hour on Sunday, 
September 9th. Volunteers are 
needed to donate salads (potato, 
pasta, fruit) for the event. Please 
let Jeannette Howard know 
what type of salad you are plan-
ning to bring. 

Fellowship Hour Hosts 

Preparing a place for people to 
gather for food and conversation 
is an offering and we would like 
to thank Michele Newhouse, 
Bob Newhouse, Young Moms, 
Just Us Book Club, Janet Johan-
nessen, Chet Lloyd, Lindsay 
Novalis, Jonathan Novalis, Mi-
chael Loeuis, Krystie Loeuis, 
The Chancel Choir, Jeannette 
Howard, and Sue Apgar for 
hosting fellowship hour during 
the months of July and August. 

Just Us Book Club 

The Just Us Book Club will 
meet on Wednesday, September 
5 at the home of Mona Daugh-
erty. The book for September 
will be “America’s First Daugh-
ter” by Stephanie Dray. Please 
call Mona at 973-822-3529 or 
Ann Ritzer at 973-377-1840. 

Calvary Dinner Club 

The Calvary Dinner Club would 
like to thank Nancy and Sam 
Mantone for the great pool party 
/picnic at their home on Sunday, 
July 22. Everyone had a great 
time and enjoyed the good food 
and fellowship.  

September Birthdays 

Ibtissam Moussa 4 
Christopher Plummer 6 

Janet Johannessen 7 
Eleanor Ackerman 8 
Rob Atchison  10 
Laura Romanski 10 
Adam Ruzicka  12 
Richard Himics  16 
Jene Hopping  17 
Melissa Merkel  17 
Barbara Garing  19 
Paula Romanski  24 
Akkad Moussa  26 
Carolyn Rose Allen 29 
Thomas John Allen 29 
Jordan Opoku Busumbru  30 
Dorothy Reutlinger  30 
 

September Anniversaries 

Gus & Sam Moussa  9 
Matt & Carol Allen 16 
Barry & Nancy Lack  22 
Tom & Patricia Nash 27 
John & Sandy Wright 27 
 

 

LECTIONARY FOR SEPTEMBER 2018 

 

Sept 2 
(22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

Song of Solomon 2:8-13 
Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9 

James 1:17-27 
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

 

Sept 9 
(23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 
Psalm 125 

James 2:1-10 (11-13),14-17 
Mark 7:24-37 

 

Sept 16 

(24th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
Proverbs 1:20-33 

Psalm 19 
James 3:1-2 

Mark 8:27-38 

 

Sept 23 

(25th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
Proverbs 31:10-31 

Psalm 1 
James 3:13-4:3,7-8a 

Mark 9:30-37 

 

Sept 30 

(26th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 

Psalm 124 
James 5:13-20 
Mark 9:38-50 
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Calvary Presbyterian Church, 144 Ridgedale Avenue, Florham Park, New Jersey 07932 
 

Pastor Ronald J. de Groot    Director of Music: Olga Koutcherova    

    Website: calvarytodaylive.org 

 
 

 

Church Office phone: 973-377-4837 ;  fax: 973-377-3204                                                                            
 

                                                          

144 Ridgedale Avenue 

Phone: 973-377-4837 

Fax: 973-377-3204 

E-mail: calpresfp@verizon.net 

Website: calvarytodaylive.org 

Calvary Presbyterian Church 
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A BLOCK PARTY INVITATION 

SUNDAY, SEPT 9, 2018  

12noon to 2:00pm 

Connecting Neighbors with Neighbors 

 

 
 

Location: Deerfield Drive Extension & Calvary Church’s Back Field | No charge 

 

FOOD · REFRESHMENTS · LIVE MUSIC  

 


